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The technological solution for  the dynamic graph

Statistics eXplorer, developed by 
NComVA, is a web compliant 
application which enables users:
• to explore simultaneously 

spatial, temporal and 
multivariate data;

• to discover interesting 
relationships;

• to share their incremental 
discoveries with other people

• to communicate selected 
relevant knowledge to other 
users



Istat.eXplorer: the authoring tool

Storytelling

Dynamic scatterplot

Interactive
Choropleth

Integrated graphs
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Statistics eXplorer: the main components

Scatterplots

Time Graphs

Thematic Choropleth Maps Table lens

Parallel coordinates … Data table
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Statistics eXplorer: Vislet and Storytelling

Vislet: embeddable 
interactive motion 
visual representations 
based on statistical 
data including 
choropleth map, 
scatter plot, parallel 
coordinates (profile 
plot), table lens and 
metadata for 
publishing in blog, 
wikis etc. HTML code 
that characterizes the 
story‐to‐be‐told is 
automatically created 
by the eXplorer
authoring tool
http://ncva.itn.liu.se/explorer/vislets?l=en
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Istat and eXplorer step by step

In August 2010 Istat and NComVA
conclude a Technical Services 
Agreement to use Statistics eXplorer
at Istat

In January 2011 Istat carries out the 
first online product based on 
Statistics eXplorer:

“Noi Italia 2011 – 100 indicators to 
understand Italy” (http://noi-italia.istat.it)

a publication which provides data by 
regions, enabling users to exploit the 
main features of the application.
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In March 2011 Istat, at the 
Exhibition for the 150th  
anniversary of the Unification of 
Italy, present

“History of Italy through interactive 
graphs”

a multimedia room with video and 6 
interactive kiosks where eXplorer
plays a main role 

Next goal (end of this year) is to 
develop Istat.eXplorer as the 
corporate GeoAnalytics
Visualization environment.
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• To give users an overview of Italian and European socio‐
economic  indicators to understand  the most  important 
positive  and  negative  aspects  of  the  country  in which 
they live

• To  compare  the  national  position  with  that  of  other 
European countries

• To highlight  regional differences  in  the  Italian national 
context.

The Idea

Noi Italia 2011
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• in view of the main targets defined in Lisbon strategy, to 
understand  where  and  how  Italy  and  all  the  others 
European country are positioned about it;

• considering the Community Support Framework (CSF), in 
order to analyse a development pathway and to reduce 
social hardship for the Italian south regions;

• allowing comparison at European and Nuts2 level.

The indicators have been selected...

Noi Italia 2011
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Noi Italia 2011

• 19 thematic 
sectors 

• 120 topics

• economic, social, 
demographic 
and 
environmental 
fields

An overview – The Home Page
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Topics  per 
Sector

Highlights 
on  Sector

Spotlights on
the Topics

An overview – The second level

Noi Italia 2011
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Thematic topic
at a glance

Dynamic
graphComparison

of EU 
countries

Storytelling Embedding code

Dynamic
graph

Comparison 
of the Italian 
regions 
(Nuts2) 

Storytelling

Download area
- graphs for all EU countries; 
- tables with the last  years data 

for Italian regions (NutsUTS2);
- map for Italian regions related

to the most recent data; 
- time series for the indicator.

Metadata area
- definition of indicator and 

measurements unit.

Sources, Publications 
and Web links area

Choropleth map

Dynamic Bar chart

Time Series animation

Embedding code

An overview
The third level
(Topic level)

Noi Italia 2011
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Thematic topic at a glance

Noi Italia 2011



‐ time  series  indicators 
related  to  the  Nuts2 
level.

‐ graphs  and  tables  for  Nuts2  level 
comparison  within  the  Italian 
territory,  together  with  a  map 
related to the last available data. 

‐ graphs  and  tables  related  to  European 
comparison;
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Users can download:
Download area

Noi Italia 2011
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Metadata
area

Noi Italia 2011

Metadata provided explain: 

‐ description  of  how  those  statistics 
were  calculated,  what  they  mean, 
the  reference  legislation  and  the 
unit of measurement

‐ the mainly publications 

‐ some  hyperlinks  that  enable  users 
to  better  analyse  further  aspects 

related to the indicators

‐ institutions that collect data

‐ the reference survey
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Comparison of Eu countries – Dynamic Bar chart
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Comparison of the Italian regions (Nuts2)  Dynamic Bar 
chart & Storytelling
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Comparison of the Italian regions (Nuts2):  Choropleth
map & Storytelling
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Comparison of the Italian regions (Nuts2) – Time Series 
animation

Waste collection 
indicator in kg
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Comparison of the Italian regions (Nuts2) – Time Series 
animation

Waste collection 
indicator in kg
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Embedding code



History of Italy through interactive graphs

21 If u can’t see download and install this software http://www.codecguide.com/download_k‐lite_codec_pack_full.htm
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THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION

Antonio Pitrone

pitrone@istat.it


